Millennial Saeculum
The American High (First Turning, 1946–1964) witnessed America’s ascendancy as a global
superpower. Social movements stalled. The middle class grew and prospered. Churches
buttressed government. Huge peacetime defense budgets were uncontroversial. Mass tastes
thrived atop a collectivist infrastructure of suburbs, interstates, and regulated communication.
Declaring “an end to ideology,” respected authorities presided over a bland, modernist, and
spirit-dead culture.
Lost entering elderhood
G.I.s entering midlife
Silent entering young adulthood
Boomers entering childhood

◾
◾
◾
◾

The Consciousness Revolution (Second Turning, 1964–1984), which began with urban riots
and campus fury, swelled alongside Vietnam war protests and a rebellious “counterculture.” It
gave rise to feminist, environmental, and black power movements—and to a steep rise in
violent crime and family breakup. After the fury peaked with Watergate (in 1974), passions
turned inward toward New Age lifestyles and spiritual rebirth. The mood expired during
Reagan’s upbeat reelection campaign, as onetime hippies reached their yuppie chrysalis.
G.I.s entering elderhood
Silent entering midlife
Boomers entering young adulthood
Xers entering childhood

◾
◾
◾
◾

The Long Boom & Culture Wars (Third Turning, 1984– 2008) opened with triumphant
“Morning in America” individualism; drifted toward celebrity scandal and a stock market
boom; experienced a brief moment of “war on terror” unity; and then ended with yet another
equity bubble. People felt optimistic about their personal lives, but pessimistic about the
country. They worried about rising violence and incivility, widening inequality, and the splitting
of the national consensus into competing “values” camps.
Silent entering elderhood
Boomers entering midlife Turnings in History 5 of 5
Xers entering young adulthood
Millennials entering childhood

◾
◾
◾
◾

The Global Financial Crisis (Fourth Turning, 2008-2029?) was recently catalyzed by the
2008 global financial meltdown—leading to the most severe global economic downturn since
the Great Depression—and by the historic Presidential election of that same year. With public
trust continuing to ebb, the regeneracy phase of this crisis (in which civic purpose begins
strengthen) still seems years away, and the crisis climax is well over a decade distant. Most
likely, this Fourth Turning will come to an end in the late 2020s, just as the rising Homeland
Generation is beginning to embark on careers.
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◾ Boomers entering elderhood
◾ Xers entering midlife
◾ Millennials entering young adulthood
◾ Homelanders entering childhood
A full list of turnings in western history (starting 1435 CE) accessible here
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Source: https://www.lifecourse.com/about/method/generational-archetypes.html
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Prophet generations
● born during a time of rejuvenated community life and consensus around a new societal order
● cultivate principle as moralistic midlifers, and emerge as wise elders guiding another historical
crisis.
● coming-of-age passion and their principled elder stewardship
● principled moralists, summoners of human sacrifice, and wagers of righteous wars
● vision, values, and religion; revered for their inspiring words Boomers
● John Winthrop, William Berkeley, Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, James Polk, Abraham
Lincoln, Herbert Hoover, and Franklin Roosevelt.
Nomad generations
● born during a spiritual awakening, a time of social ideals and spiritual agendas
● pragmatic midlife leaders and tough post-crisis elders.
● remembered for their midlife years of hands-on, get-it-done leadership.
● liberty, survival, and honor.
● cunning, hard-to-fool realists—taciturn warriors who prefer to meet problems and adversaries
one-on-one. Generation X
● Nathaniel Bacon, William Stoughton, George Washington, John Adams, Ulysses Grant,
Grover Cleveland, Harry Truman, and Dwight Eisenhower.
Hero generations
● born during a time of individual pragmatism, self-reliance, laissez faire, and national (or
sectional or ethnic) chauvinism
● demonstrate hubris as energetic midlifers, and emerge as powerful elders attacked by another
awakening.
● remembered for their collective coming-of-age triumphs and their hubristic elder achievements.
● community, affluence, and technology.
● vigorous and rational institution builders; aggressive advocates of economic prosperity and
public optimism Millennials
● Cotton Mather, “King” Carter, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, John Kennedy, Ronald
Reagan.
Artist generations
● born during a great war or other historical crisis
● indecisive midlife leaders, age into empathic post-awakening elders
● remembered for their quiet years of rising adulthood and their midlife years of flexible,
consensus-building leadership
● pluralism, expertise and due process.
● sensitive and complex social technicians, advocates of fair play and the politics of inclusion
Homelanders (b 2005 or later)
● William Shirley, Cadwallader Colden, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Theodore
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson.
Source: https://www.lifecourse.com/about/method/generational-archetypes.html
What is an archetype?
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●

A prototype, model, or first form, an original that has been imitated, an example of a person or thing

●

“The word derives from a Greek compound of arche and tupos. Arche or 'first principle' points
to the creative source, which cannot be represented or seen directly. Tupos, or 'impression',
refers to any one of the numerous manifestations of the 'first principle' (Joseph Henderson,
from ARAS Vol.1: Archetypal Symbolism p.viii).” 1
Archetypes “were introduced by the Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung, who suggested that these
archetypes were archaic forms of innate human knowledge passed down from our ancestors.
In Jungian psychology, the archetypes represent universal patterns and images that are part of
the collective unconscious. Jung believed that we inherit these archetypes much in the way we
inherit instinctive patterns of behavior.”2
The Four Major Jungian Archetypes
○ The persona
○ The anima/animus
○ The shadow
○ The self

●

●

1
2

https://aras.org/about/what-are-archetypes
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-are-jungs-4-major-archetypes-2795439
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But wait, there’s more!3

3

https://conorneill.com/2018/04/21/understanding-personality-the-12-jungian-archetypes/
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